O N E C H A R A C T E R I S T I C
In fairness to our students it has to be said that they are not the only ones who take uniform data quality in preprocessed data for granted. Information on data statistics-data distribution in space and time, standard deviation for each grid element, data originator, etc.-is an integral part of every ocean data base, yet many papers that are based on pre-processed data make no mention that the authors checked how the data were originally intended to be used.
Often this is of no consequence for the result, but that cannot detract from the fact that a brief statement on the suitability of the data set for the proposed research should be part of the paper.
Ignoring such a basic premise provides a bad example for our students.
The issue of data suitability is be- Good science is impossible without good data.
Checking the quality of your data is therefore as important as using the right tools for their interpretation.
Do you have a hands-on oceanography laboratory exercise to share?
We are interested in publishing peer-reviewed laboratory hands-on exercises along with our regular education column. We expect the text plus graphics to fi t on two to four published pages. Text should include the lab's theme, a list of supplies needed, approximate time needed to complete the lab, steps students (and teachers) need to proceed through, and any useful references. Please clearly indicate the academic level of the lab (e.g., undergraduate, graduate). Submit text and graphics for review to the Oceanography Editor, Ellen Kappel at ekappel@geo-prose.com. More information on Hands-On Oceanography and published excercises can be found at http://www.tos.org/hands-on. 
